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tion of Rome ; but the pendulum In Its reaction swung much, too far, and when organised In the celibacy of the clergy and monastic Institutions asceticism became the source of great evils. Even at a late period we can see in the reaction of the reign of Charles II. how antagonistic the puritanical creed, even of men like Cromwell and Milton, proved to the healthy natural Instinct of the great mass of the English nation. And at the present day It remains one of the main causes of the indifference or hostility to religion which Is so widely spreading among the mass of the population. Children are brought up to consider Sunday as a day of penance, and church-going as a disagreeable necessity ; while grown-up men, especially those of the working classes, resent being told that a walk In the country, a cricket-match, or a visit to a library or museum on their only holiday, is sinful.
In view of the approximation between the Zoroas-trian religion and the forms of modern thought it is interesting to note how the former works among Its adherents in actual practice. For, after all, the practical side of a religion is more important than Its speculative or philosophical theories. Thus, for Instance, the Quakers have a faith which Is about the most reasonable of any of the numerous sects of Christianity and nearest to the spirit of its Founder, and yet Quakerism remains a narrow sect which is far from being victorious in the i struggle for life.5 Mahome-tanism, again, while dying out among civilised nations, shows itself superior to Christianity in the work of raising the barbarous, fetish-worshipping negroes of Africa to a higher level. And Mormonism, based on the most obvious imposture and absurdity, is the only